South Asian Village Empowerment International 5423 Evelyn Way

Livermore CA 94550 925-449-1208 (USA) (+91)9444215415 (India)

DATE: February 25, 2015.

TO: Jochen Hoeffgen and To Whom It May Concern.

RE: Proposal to construct permanent Housing in the Irula Tribal Settlement in Kazhanipakkam Village, Arungkundram Panchayat, Kancheepuram District, Tamilnadu, South India.

We propose to construct two, up to as many as four, simple but permanent houses for poor rural Irula Tribal families in a settlement where we have already constructed six similar dwellings. The complete cost of one dwelling is, adjusted for current inflation and recent changes in the costs of materials and labor, 255,000 Indian Rupees. At current exchange rates this is equal to approximately US$4100, or Euro 3600.

The Irula are classified as a Scheduled Tribal Caste by the Indian Government. They were formerly a forest dwelling people who survived by hunting and gathering and were specialists in catching snakes and also in the irradication of rice consuming field rodents. In lowland Tamilnadu there are virtually no forest areas remaining and the Irula have been reduced to landless squatters with very low rates of literacy and high rates of bonded labor – a form of latter day slavery. Additionally their occupation as snake catchers has been eliminated by laws prohibiting the sale of snake skins. They support themselves primarily as day laborers by working in absentee landlord-owned rice fields, cutting wood, making bricks, producing charcoal, laboring in rice mills and catching field rats.

Their housing is of the poorest quality, mainly very small mud floored and walled thatched huts, often without electrity or ready access to water or sanitation. Because they are often without proper title to the land on which their dwelling are constructed their residency is often disrupted and they tend to be semi-nomadic. This has had a very negative effect on their children's educational opportunities, something they fully wish to support. Additionally, local Government officials often deliberately obstruct their efforts to obtain basic identity documents for reasons specific to the traditional Indian Social System.

The ten Irula families of Kazhanipakkam, all interrelated by blood or marriage, have resided in their present location(12o38'32.83N/80o06'10.68E) for perhaps as along as 25 years. In a No-Objection Letter to our past proposals to construct housing for them, the local Government, called a Panchayat, will only assert in writing that they have lived there for more than ten years. Some of their huts (and the six previously completed permanent dwellings) have government approved electrical power. Additionally our Non-Profit has installed a successful handpump borewell on their otherwise Panchayat owned strip of land adjacent to a seasonal pond.

With monthly familyincomes that average 3000 rupees or $50.00 to support 3-6 persons it is virtually impossible for these families to construct permanent housing without external assistance. They are without any means to obtain credit and there are no Government programs to assist them as they lack government issued identity papers. Savings and even minimal material wealth are unknown to them.The dwellings we have constructed and propose to construct in this instance have been a complete success without any construction defects or shortcomings. They are all identical in size but exact orientation and floor plan is up to the disgression of the future occupants. They would be 20 ft. by 12.5 ft., (250 sq. ft.) on a steel reinforced perimeter foundation with six one meter deep footings. Walls would consist of hollow(cinder) blocks and the roof would be 20 year guarantee powder coated steel sheets. Flooring would be tiled. There are two rooms, a wooden door and window, two cement windows, storage loft, shelving, and a built-in stone table for a gas cooking stove. All cement surfaces are primed and finished with high quality interior and waterproof exterior paints.

The benefits to the residents of the Irular settlement have been and will be manifold. Their dwellings are located on land that can periodically flood for a few days, rendering their mud walled/floored thatched huts useless and often damaged and their few possessions lost. The houses we construct are raised above any possible high water mark. India is a very status conscious land and occupancy of a permanent house is important for respect from others as well as self-respect. Thatched huts require constant repair and replacement of the roof covers which require time and money and the thatching is a haven for rats, noxious insects like scorpions and a redoubt of poisonous snakes. Lastly, possession of land for one's dwelling is a contentious issue in rural India and occupancy of a permanent dwelling with a heavy duty foundation makes for a better case for issuance of special land registrations resistant to various land-grabbing schemes used by the powerful against the powerless.

The previous six houses in the Irula settlement in Kazhanipakkam were built by South Asian Village Empowerment(SAVE) and Tamilnadu Village Outreach(TVO), its longterm Indian partner, an Indian Charitable Trust, with the financial assistance of various persons and non-profits. The first dwelling was inspired and partially sponsored by Peter Coughlan and Gail Tsukiyama of Paper Tigers, a library and book sponsoring Non-profit, not by that organization but personally. The next two houses were sponsored and constructed solely by SAVE and TVO. The fourth house was partially sponsored by Simon Weber, with his friends and relatives, a University student at Heidelberg Germany. He also acted as building contract manager. The fifth and sixth houses were constructed with majority sponsorship by Hands On Houses, a US and South African NGO, with SAVE/TVO acting as minority sponsors and sole contract managers. References and permission to contact past donors on request.

There are a total ten households in the Irula settlement, with four households awaiting housing parity with those already benefitting from this housing initiative. These four households are

1. Selvam and Sentamarai, married son Umapati and Manjula and newborn child

2. Ramesh and Amirtham, sons Dinesh and Satish

3. Mari and Sandira – older couple

4. Meenal and Silambarasan and child Arun

Thank you for your kind consideration to our proposal.

Curtis John Degler

President

South Asian Village Empowerment Intl.
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